W TR 55 g L Ll S A T TR MR N T VR e 7

RNI No. MAHMUL 03498

R

RESEARCH
AWAKENING

RESEARCH AWAKENING

A Peer-Reviewed Scholarly Bi-Annual Journal
ISSN (L) 2455-9504
VOLUME - 4 | Special Issue - 2 | February 2026

Departments of Languages
Organise '

One Day National Conference on

Reimagining Literature : New Voices, New Visions
TS AiZATE YREEEA : 7@ AW, T2 B
fedt witew grEiE : @ AW, @ IRem

28" February, 2026

* Publisher
Dr. Ambadas L. Kulat

Principal
Shri Shivaji Education Soclety Amravati’s

Shri Shivaiji Arts & Commerce College, Amravati

NAAC RE-ACCREDITED WITH ‘A’ GRADE CGPA 3.15
Affiliated to S.G.B. Amravati University Amravati
Morshi Road, Shivaji Nagar, Amravati, Maharashtra 444603



I
RA/V4/SP2/P2/00]

Experimental Modern Writing and the Afterliveg

Tradition: Folk Narratives in Indian Writip of Ory)

gin Engj
Dr. Ambadas L. Kulat glish

RA/V4/SP2/P2/002

Social identity in the novels of Shashi Tharggy
Sagar Narendra Ingale, Dr. Ambadas L. Kulat

RA/V4/SP2/P2/003

Diasporic and Marginalized Voices in the T
Novels of Jean Rhys

-4

Dr. Maya Nanuram Jivanwal

RA/V4/SP2/P2/004

nstructing Nation and Identity: Cultural apqg
llfiizgary Contlgibutions in Post-Independent Indja
Madhuri Punse

RA/V4/SP2/P2/005

Marginal voices in the work of Adiga and
Kiran Desai — A comparative study
Dr. Sachin R. Gawai

RA/V4/SP2/P2/006

Re-reading The Godfather as Diasporic
Narrative: Identity, Hybridity, and Powgr
Prasanna S. Lanke, Dr. Kuldeep K. Mohadikar

77

1 7(

22

RA/V4/SP2/P2/007

Diasporic Voices In Literature: 5.
Reference To Novelist of Indian Origin
Dr S. L. Khandel

26

RA/V4/SP2/P2/008

Marginalized Women and Diasporic Voices: Negotiating
Identity, Belonging, and Displacement in Literature with
Special Reference to Maya Angelou and Chimamanda
Ngozi Adichie

Dr. Archana R. Watane

3

Rethinking J. B. Priestley's"An Inspector Calls" and

RA/V4/SP2/P2/009

John Keats's "Ode on a Grecian Urn"
Dr. Kuldeep Mohadikar

RA/V4/SP2/P2/010

Thematic concerns of Indian Female English Fiction

Writers during the First Two Decades of the 21" Century
Dr. Manish K. Hole

RAVA4/SP2/P2/011

Dr. K

Assessing the Human
Dalit Women in India

. D. Bompilwar

Rights Landscape for

RAIV4/SP2P2I012

Marginalizeq Voices i
Dr. Gajanan Dayaramj

n the Fictions of Mahasweta Devi
i Tayade

RA/V4/SP2/P2/0 13

Impact of §
a

ocial Media, Artificial Intelligence
ization op Literature
4man Gulabrgg Jawanja]

nd Globg]
I

in Contemporary literature in

2 Murty's hooks

Ku. Asmita g Shahade, Dy Uday Navlekar




Deconstructing the Gender Roles in Marquez's
Ofle Hundred %{ears of Solitude and Love in the

Time of Cholera. :
Yogesh Anandrao Ingle, Dr.Pankaja Ingle

152

The Interplay of Religion and Sexuality in
John Updike's Rabbit Series
Milind Anand Ghogale, Dr. A.L. Kulat

156

Diasporic Alienation and Identity Crisis in
Jhumpa Lahiri's The Namesake
Pallavi Umap

160

Understanding Dalit Literature: A Focus on

Bama Faustina's Novels
Dr. Pankaj G. Dindokar

164

RA/V4/SP2/P2/034

An Analytical Study of Cinematised
Transcendentalist Novels
Mr Ishan Arun Rane

168

RA/V4/SP2/P2/035

Tradition, Modernity, and Female Agency: A
Comparative Analysis of Women Characters in

Kanthapura and Socialite Evenings
Shri. Sanjaykumar B. Deshmukh

173

RA/V4/SP2/P2/036

Rewriting the Mahabharata in Contemporary Indian
English Literature: A Study of Perspective, Identity, and
Narrative Transformation

Kamalika Vyawhare

178

RA/V4/SP2/P2/037

Reimagining Literature in the Digital Square: From,
Assect and Feminist Writing on Instagram
Dnyaneshwari Burghate

183

RA/V4/SP2/P2/038

Fragmentation, Freedom, and the Female Self:
Reconstruction of Female Identity in Doris Lessing's
The Golden Notebook

Ms. Shivani Vishwasrao Pol

189

RA/V4/SP2/P2/039

Myth, Archetype and the Modern Unconscious:
Reworking Japanese and Global Mythology in
Haruki Murakami

Shantanu K. Panbude

195

RA/V4/SP2/P2/040

Exploration of Humanism in Amish Tri '
'Shiva Trilogy’ hathly
Pranjali P. Gawande, Dr. Vaishali R, Deshmukh

199

RA/V4/SP2/P2/04]

Subaltern Agency and Gendered Resistance in
African Drama: A Critical Reappraisal of Ama Ata
Aidoo's Anowa

Shubham Ravindra Lahane

204




RA/V4/SP2/P2/015

Subaltern and Marginalized Volces in
Mulk Raj Anand's Untotichable

Asst.Prof.Dr.Karandikar Vallabh Shankar

—

RA/V4/SP2/P2/016

—

An Analytical Study of Myth&Soclo-Political

Congernsln Victory City by Salman Rushdie
Sachin D. Morale, Dr. Kuldeepsingh K. Mohadikar

69

72

RA/V4/SP2/P2/017

Feminist Perspective in Kavita Kane’s
‘Karna’s Wife: The Outcast’s Queen’
Dr. D. R. Khanderao

76

RA/V4/SP2/P2/018

Mythological Palimpsests: Amish Tripathi, Devdutt
Pattanaik, and the Commercialization of Indian Epics’
in 21st Century Popular Fiction

Dr. V. P. Shekokar, Kranti Mahure

80

RA/V4/SP2/P2/019

From Sacred Text to Subversive Text: Postmodern
Reinterpretations of Classical Myths
Miss Sneha Chendkapure

89

RA/V4/SP2/P2/020

The Politics of Translation: Power,
Identity, and Representation
Mr. Sameer K. Lonkar

98

RA/V4/SP2/P2/021

Voices from the Margins: Ecofeminist
Concerns in Namita Gokhale’s Fiction
Mr. Namod Ramdas Sirsath

104

RA/V4/SP2/P2/022

‘Feminine Challenges Post Multiculturalism
In the Works of Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni’
Gangadhar Ashru Gadekar, Dr. Abhay M. Patil

109

RA/V4/SP2/P2/023

Linguistic Innovation And Modernism
In The Works Of James Joyce
Prof. Dr. D. B. Wankhade

114

RA/V4/SP2/P2/024

Rewriting Mythology in Contemporary Literature
Miss Snehal Rathod

120

RA/V4/SP2/P2/025

Marginalized and Subaltern Voices in English Literature
with reference to Mulk Raj Anand's Untouchable
Dr. Aparna Sarode

126

RA/V4/SP2/P2/026

Reimagining Literature: The Impact of Social Media, Al
& Globalization on Contemporary American Literature
Dr. Prof. Vaishali Vijay Takode

129

RA/V4/SP2/P2/027

Reimagining Indian Identity through Language:
A Comparative Analysis of LiteraryStyle and Translation
Practices in Sri Aurobindo and Rabindranath Tagore

Yogesh Anandrao Ingle, Dr.Pankaja Ingle

133

RA/V4/SP2/P2/028

Voices from the Margin: Women and Diasporic
Consclousness in the Writings of Maya Angelou
Sukeshini V. Ghodeswar, Dr. Waman Jawnjal

143

RA/V4/SP2/P2/029

Reimagining Literature: Digital Frontiers,
Synthetic Voices, and Global Echoes

R.S.Potukuchi

148




R

RESEARCH
AWAKENING
A Peer-Reviewsd Scholarly
B8l-Annua! journal

ISSN (L) 2455-9504

RNI No. MAHMUL 03498

VOLUME - 4

Special Issue - 2

__ February 2026

0 - RANW/SP2/P2/015

Subaltern and Marginalized Voices in
Mulk Raj Anand's Untouchable

Asst.Prof.Dr.Karandikar Vallabh Shankar
B.D.KaleMahavidyalaya,Ghodegaon(Pune)
Email:vskarandikar2@gmail.com

Abstract:

Both the terms subaltern and marginalizedare used
interchangeably,as these terms highlight people in society who have no
dignity, power and status.The term subaltern refers to the silenced
voices. These silence voices are of those people and communities who
are treated as sub-ordinates and low ranked,whereas
marginalizedrefers to the group of people who are marginalized
because of their class, caste, ethnicity, race and religion. Subaltern and
marginalized both these terms highlight the oppressed people in the

society who are neglected in society. Mulk Raj Anand is known forhis
realistic depiction of poorer and neglected classes in the traditional
Indian society. The novel UntouchableofMulk Raj Anand is an attempt
to eradicate the caste system in India for establishing equality in the
society. Mulk Raj Anand’s Unfouchable portrays realistically the
suffering condition ofuntouchables by highlighting the protagonist
sweeper Bhaka,who represents the pathetic condition of subaltern and
marginalized voices. Thesocial condition of the pre-independent India
during British rule is depicted in the novelhighlightingthe oppressive
caste system in India.
Keywords: subaltern and marginalized, silenced voices, traditional
Indian society,untouchable, oppressive caste system
Mulk Raj Anand is a well-known writer whose fiction is
dominated by his voice and realistic presentation of pathetic
predicament of a vast segment of the society labelled as subaltern and
marginalized who struggle with poverty and suffer from
injustice.Mulk Raj Anand was influenced by western thinkers like
Rousseau, Tolstoy, and Gorky.His works represent his ideas of
nationalism, cosmopolitanism, modernism, Marxism, Gandhism and
Nehruvian socialism. The impact of Mahatma Gandhiji on Anand is
witnessed through his works. The heroes merged in the novels of Mulk
Raj Anand were the reflections of real people experienced by the writer
during his childhood and youth.Anand’s humanistic concern and his
attempt to project an untouchable adolescent sweeper as Ehe
protagonist of the novelto highlight the predicament of Indian
societywith a burning social consciousness accords a special status t0
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him as a writer. souchab Jehi ghli ghts sweepers colony. Itis S€parateq f’0m

: . : u
The setting of the novel Un ial practices in the society during Pre-independe. ;. FPere
$ % m and social pr . Sy nt lag,
quarters.The rigid caste szslt)en: l?: iter skillfully through tl'le actions and incideng_ It ia d“'ing |
British rule is highlighted by d novel which follows unity of time, place anq Manne,

Anand’s firstand mlost a;::zl:il:;ztz few places within a small town and it hx.ghh ghts the ¢ Thge el)%n ]
of the novel takes place hable.The inner struggle of Bakha and his help]esSne i exﬁfa““ 1

humiliation of Bakha as an untouc |

ings of untouchables. e : .
the P;ﬁ‘:l:’h‘:?sgz;n:;g:&?sgt of the novel. He is strong, sensitive, hardworking, styish ang ol

Bakha shades light on subaltem and marginalized VO‘EeE lmghnea:c(lwilesthrtouﬁh his way ¢ l oL |
thinking, actions, expectations and mind§et asan untoyc avle. e }i)n t;n S him as the Voice of %
voiceless oppressed class in the SOCIety: The minor lflclih'e 2 1,‘; novels focuses cag
discrimination in the society. The beginning of nf)vel .hlg ghts, ‘; o of sweepers in th;
colony.Bakha is presented as a young sweeper who lives in outcasts colony in a smaj Contengy,
town in northern India. He is referred as the jemadar of all thfa sweepers in the town and Officialjy
has been given the charge of cleaning three rows of public latnnfas in the.extrermst end of the colony g,
shows the pathetic condition and social status of the protagonist who is a lower caste:Bakha Worls
honestly and his daily toil turns into a dexterous art. Though he does the job of cleaning the g he
remains clean.Bakha loves soldiers and wishes to be modern. He is very much 1mpressed by the gy,
British soldiers. He likes their breakfast, smoking habits and style. He thinks that these Stylesa |
needed to become a special person like them.

by shouting: Polluted, polluted. It shows that v : ; .
it;stice as lower ?aste. §ohim' tells Bakh not to ﬁ;}?: Zl;;;:::t :?hlni suffer in society and areden:;(t
ame or c.omplamt.agamst upper class People It shoy,s thaty M because lower caste people can ’
and status in the society and can do anything, It shoyys tha Pper clags people like priest have po¥!
by the upper-class people anq suffer from injUstice,Ba Als Icaste People like Sohini are molest
market wb.en Bakha unknowmgly touches him, That Mangh $ apged Y ahigh-class Hindu manis ™
crowd against Bakha for polluting him, ‘h°U8hBakha 5 Outed; Polluteq Polluted and gathered &
The writer makes us think about the mentality oy Ologizeq to him fOr’to hinohi &
incidents in the novel. Upper-class people like p, othy uching him.

0dit dopy hefit:t: ) OWer-class people throug! m‘c
70 to har&SS Sﬂ}\ih; caviially hecam
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people don't treat the lower class equally. Even lower-class people also hesitate to complai
mplain

M‘dﬁ Though, the temple priest tries to rape Sohinishe didn’t ;
as‘h,‘:;smt their custom. It. show.s thfat lgwer glass people are nom]dn;:kc Z::sz(:l?t‘::il:t' considering
ghat! 10 ﬁghtagainstinjusmeas justice is denied to them. This mentality needs to be ¢ ha:ghts andare
potred wants to eat some special Bengali sweets like gulabjamans and rasgulas but bgce'd.
wafford. Hehas only eight annas in his pocket,therefore he gets jalebis the cheapztgfm;

he , o
persos jtshowsthe pathetic condition of poor people who cannot buy sweets of their choice due to lack

Gee’s:
jentmoney. iti
ofsuffic  wishes o follow the style of the Bnns!l people. Bakha is offered a cup of tea by the havildar
Bakha and he thanks the havildar and shows his gratefulness because such acts are

Bakha.Bakha is very much surprised to see Colonel Hutchinson, who tries to speak
s andmix withpeople. It shows Bakha’s desire tomix with people and live a happylife.

pakhais influenced by the thoughts of Mahatma Gandhi and wishes to work as a weeper in the

a5 he thinks of the ashrama as the best place to work. Bakha is very happy when he hears

@ ot the flush toilets. He thinks tl}at technological developments may bring social changes and

workwillbe done by machines.

6 Bakhais hopeful and believes the words of congressmen who talk against untouchability and try
Hindus cannot pollute them. Bhaka finds comfort to listen to the

o point out that Harijans touch to
ho say Bharhmins and Bhangis are the same.Bakha becomes

vohmteers of the Mukti movement w.
popeful to imaginethatuntouchables will be treated equally in society.
Mulk Raj Anand has used some Indianized English words and phrases to highlight caste
. oation in society. The words: Sahib, Babu, Pundit ji, Memsahib,Sarkar, etc. are used for
class people.It shows their dignity, power and status in the society. On the other hands words
suchasSudras Bhangi, Chandal, Kala admietc. are used for lower class people. The abuses and words
used for the untouchables and upper-class highlight their social standing in society.Food is served for
brahmins in a very special way.It shows discrimination in society on the basis of caste. Bakha
pecomes atarget of the prevailing caste-system and therefore, he feels suppressed in his life.

Mulk Raj Anand has presented very effectively the caste discrimination thatdehumanizes poor
people like Bakhaand denies them equality and dignity in societyBakhahighlights the class
struggle,social injustice,exploitation and humiliation of marginalized people who suffer in the

_ society. Religious hypocrisyand snobbery are also hinted at by the author showing that untouchables
Hutchinson tries to convert Bakha into Christianity for

are forbidden entry in the temple.Colonel
getting protection from unteachability. The author is hopeful and wishes that all communities,classes

and castes will treat everyone on equal ground and respect human dignity.
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