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Recent Trends in English Language Learning
Dr Vallabh Shankar Karandikar
Assitant Professor, B.D.Kale Mahavidyalaya, Ghodegaon

Email: vskarandikar@rediffmail.com

Abstract

Globalisation and technological advancements have created new global opportunities for those
who know English. Linguistic diversity in India has increased the importance of English as a link
language to connect with the world. English has become a symbol of status and development. It
has made everyone aware that without mastering English, it is difficult to prosper in their
respective domain. The modern world requires English-speaking people to connect with others.
The necessity of the English language for understanding the world and for professional
development has given birth to various language learning alternatives. The traditional methods of
the English language are modified and replaced due to technological advancements. The recent
trends and new ways of learning have made the learning of English more enjoyable, accurate and
time-saving. The recent development in artificial intelligence has provided various tools, ways
and methods to master the English language. Understanding these recent trends provides different
modes and methods of learning English that are preferred by English language learners in today’s
scenario. The use of digital platforms for learning English plays a vital role. Availability of the
apps, websites and social media has enhanced the understanding of the English language.

Keywords: globalization, technological advancements, recent trends, artificial intelligence

Many Indian leaders and freedom fighters have mastered the English language and used it as a
weapon in the Indian freedom struggle to make India free. Lokmanya Tilak’s ‘Mahatma’,
Gandhiji’s ‘Young India’, and Nehru’s ‘Indian Herald’ have played an instrumental role in
connecting with people residing in different parts of the country. The widespread multilingualism,
constitutional recognition and educational policies have accorded special status to English. It is
considered as a language of global opportunities. Almost in each and every domain, English
provides a special platform for career growth in a global context. Therefore, everyone tries to
learn and master English. This need has made everyone aware of exploring different possibilities,
methods, ways and techniques of learning English.

The different fields, such as science, medicine, law, religion, and mass communications, have
developed styles that require special attention. The impact of the information explosion on the
internet provides us mass linguistic data. The ways of communication have changed in the
twentieth century, providing audio-visual and telecommunication media. Telephone, radio,

television, recordings, electronic computing technologies and digital platforms have changed the

R. B. Narayanrao Borawake College, Shrirampur (Autonomous) 398


mailto:vskarandikar@rediffmail.com

Recent Trends in English Literature ISBN : 978-81-957306-7-4

face of the world. The interactive and open access through the internet has provided different
sources for English language learning. The availability of new avenues of English language
learning through recently available sources has given autonomy for lifelong learning. The new
platforms of learning have been given the topmost priority due to their variety, reliability and
availability. The changing advanced technology has created new sources for learning English, and
it has become a fashion of utilising them.

Artificial Intelligence: Al tools dominate the world. It is the most recent and advanced trend
used for learning and knowing anything in the world. ChatGPT is used to know almost anything.
Learning English becomes very interesting due to its speciality of providing any information
required. Al-powered tools enhance the understanding of language. The learner can learn,
practice, analyse, and check their performance with the available tools. The various activities like
group discussion, role playing, debate, spelling and grammar check, and paraphrasing are
available using recent digital tools and platforms like Grammarly, Duolingo, Zoom, Google Meet,
etc.

Online Dictionaries: Vocabulary plays an important role in learning the English language. Online
dictionaries: Cambridge dictionary, Oxford dictionary, Collins dictionary, Merriam-Webster
dictionary, Longman dictionary, and dictionary.com provide easy access for English learners to
learn new words with spelling, grammatical category, usage and pronunciation. Even offline
dictionaries are available, which are accessed easily without using internet.

Online Courses: Online platform plays a crucial role by providing various online courses and
training programmes for English language learners. One can crack the examinations like
GRE/GMAT/TOEFL/IELTS due to the availability of online courses, tests, reference material and
guidance. SWAYAM and NPTEL platforms provide online certificate courses to English
language learners.

Blended learning: The traditional chalk and duster method is modified into a blended learning
method. It uses offline and online modes of learning. The offline mode helps to clear the doubt of
the students face-to-face, and the learner gets personal guidance from the teacher at the same time.
It makes the learning more interesting because of the online mode. The effective use of graphics
and visual effects makes the learning more enjoyable.

Use of Apps, websites and online platforms: The technological advancements have made
learning accessible by using different apps on mobile. The Play Store provides ample apps to
learn and master English. Some of the most widely used apps are: Duolingo, Hello Talk, English
Grammar, FluentU, BBC Learn English, Lingbe, and ELSA Speak. There are many useful
websites, such as British Council, Coursera, Udemy, Simply English, edX, which provide online

access to learn English. There are special apps for vocabulary building and grammar, such as
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Hangman, Grammar Bingo, ELS games, etc. Such specialised apps prepare the learners to
overcome their difficulties in a particular domain by using it for a special purpose. The online
platforms like Byju’s, Unacademy, Upgrade, Khan Academy are helping the learners.

English learning software: The availability of English learning software has made English
learning easy and interesting. Rosetta Stone, FluentU, eEnglish Learning, Complete English Web
SuitePreply,Hello English, and Digital Teacher English Lab Software are assisting the English
language learners.

Effective English Communication Platforms: Apart from language learning apps and tutor
services, the foundational skills and professional tools, such as LinkedIn learning, SlideShare,
Slack, Zoom, and Microsoft, are mostly preferred by learners for professional and business
communication.

Social Media: Twitter, Facebook, Telegram, Instagram, TikTok, Pinterest and YouTube provide
very useful and advanced information about the English language to learners. It has created
awareness among English learners to adapt new ways of learning. The reputed websites, popular
apps, most referred methods and sources of learning are well-known to learners because of social
media.

Personalized Tailored Modes: The availability of personalized tailored modes for the learning
has made learning a language interesting, easy and accessible for those who are interested in a
particular domain. Access to personalised guidance and training has enhanced the understanding
of English language learners.

Availability of English Reference Material: The digital access has provided countless resources
for English language learners. One can learn English grammar, vocabulary, and pronunciation,
and get guidance to overcome the problems of English language learners. PPTs, quizzes,
exercises, and online tests are available, which provide ample practice for English language
learners. The picture dictionaries and online games have made learning of English more
interesting. The language communities and forums are also doing a praiseworthy task to provide
English for practical purposes.

English Paraphrasing Tools: The paraphrasing tools like Quillbot, Grammarly and Word tune
are helping the English language learners to spell effectively and correctly. These paraphrasing
tools have made English writing more effective and faultless.

Online practice and feedback: The technological advancements have assisted language learners
through online practices that are easily accessible to learners free of cost. The various websites
are providing online practices through exercises, games, and crosswords. Even the feedback is
given to the learners after completing the tests and exercises based on different activities. The

ranking, stars, and percentage or grades are given to the learners based on their performances.
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These feedback mechanisms available on digital platform accesses the performance and promote
them for advanced learning making progress in their learning process.

Virtual reality and augmented reality have transformed the learning environment. These
technologies motivate the learner stepping into virtual world. It makes the learning more engaging
and exciting and provides practice to improve language skills. These technological developments
have encouraged the learners to master English.

Translation apps and online conversational practice platforms have assisted language learners
in today’s scenario. Many languages can be translated into English. Listening to audiobooks has
become a fashion to listen to in English during free time. The various techniques are used to
evaluate the personal responses by attempting exercises such as true or false, multiple-choice
answers, match-making and by rearranging words. It has become possible for the English
language learners to identify their errors. Elimination or needless words and the use of appropriate
words have made the learner use English effectively to meet their practical purposes. The digital
platforms have given complete access to the learners to master professional English and soft
skills.

These recent trends of learning and mastering English have made the learning process more
enjoyable and creative. The digital platforms have provided tailored sources to the learners, which
has increased the interest among the learners to master their English. The availability of large
resources and technological advancements has provided special platforms for learning to the
learners. Individual learning has become possible due to these available sources.
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